
 

 

Renewable Energy Controversy 

 

If you live in West Virginia or somewhere near its border, you probably aren’t in favor of the 

new climate change initiative recently announced by President Obama.  The actual proposal was 

quite modest: it would require carbon emissions from the power sector to drop by 32% from 

2005 levels by 2030, up from 30% before the announcement.  But that slight change equals 870 

million tons of carbon dioxide pumped (or not) into the atmosphere. 

 

Much of the decline will come from coal-based power, which is by far the biggest source of 

carbon emissions among all the power plant fuels.  Independent analysts say that by 2030, coal’s 

share of U.S. electric generation will fall from 39% down to 27%.  The gains will come in oil, 

suddenly plentiful natural gas and a retooling nuclear energy sector, but also potentially from 

renewable energy sources—and the President cited studies which show that innovation in the 

renewables sector can save consumers money in the long run. 

 

As it happens, the political war over whether global warming is (or is not) the result of carbon 

pollution has held the U.S. back in renewable technologies, to the point where it is now lagging 

far behind other nations.  As the chart shows, renewables make up just 13% of total U.S. 

electricity generation, and if you look at the right-hand chart, you can see that Brazil, Canada, 

Germany and even China and Russia are well ahead of the U.S. in the percentage of electricity 

that comes from renewable sources.  The President’s modest initiative is likely to be challenged 

by Congress, and you can bet that with partisan gridlock, the U.S. is not likely to move up in the 

rankings any time soon. 
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http://www.cnbc.com/2015/08/03/obama-unveils-clean-energy-plan-amid-legal-threats.html 

 


