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The Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act roughly
doubled the
standard deduction
($12,200 for single
filers and $24,400
for married
taxpayers filing
jointly in 2019) and
indexed it for
inflation through

2025. As a result, far fewer taxpayers will
itemize deductions on their tax returns, and
some people may be disappointed that they no
longer benefit from writing off their donations.

If you are 70½ or older, you can use a qualified
charitable distribution (QCD) to donate from
your IRA and get a tax break, whether you
itemize or not. Not coincidentally, this is the
same age you must begin taking annual
required minimum distributions (RMDs), which
are normally taxed as ordinary income, or face
a 50% penalty on the amount that should have
been withdrawn.

QCDs satisfy all or part of any RMDs that you
would otherwise have to take from your IRA.
Better yet, QCDs are excluded from your
income, so they help lower your adjusted gross
income (AGI) as well.

How QCDs work
The IRA custodian must issue a check made
out to a qualified public charity (not a private
foundation, donor-advised fund, or supporting
organization). In some cases, the IRA
custodian may provide a checkbook from which
you can write checks to chosen charities. Be
aware that any check you write will count as a
QCD for the year in which it is cashed by the
charity, whereas a check from the custodian
counts for the year in which it is issued.

You can take an RMD any time during the year
you turn 70½, but you must wait until after you
are 70½ to make a QCD. The QCD exclusion is
limited to $100,000 per year. If you're married,
your spouse can also contribute up to $100,000

from his or her IRA. You cannot deduct a QCD
as a charitable contribution on your federal
income tax return — that would be
double-dipping.

A QCD must be an otherwise taxable
distribution from your IRA. If you've made
nondeductible contributions, then each
distribution normally carries with it a pro-rata
amount of taxable and nontaxable dollars. With
QCDs, the pro-rata rule is ignored, and taxable
dollars are treated as distributed first.

Tax perks for givers
If you no longer itemize, you could reduce your
tax bill by donating with QCDs from your IRA
instead of writing checks from your standard
checking account. And if you still itemize, QCDs
might prove more valuable than tax deductions.
That's because they can help address tax
issues that might be triggered by income from
RMDs.

For example, an itemized deduction reduces
your taxable income by the amount of the
charitable gift, but it does not reduce your
adjusted gross income. This is a key distinction
because the 3.8% tax on net investment
income, Medicare premium costs, taxes on
Social Security benefits, and some tax credits
are based on AGI.

Also, charitable giving can typically be
deducted only if it is less than 60% of your
adjusted gross income. But with QCDs, you
may be able to give more than 60% of your AGI
and exclude the entire amount (up to the
$100,000 cap) from your taxable income.

Time for a rollover?
Qualified charitable distributions are available
from traditional IRAs, Roth IRAs (with taxable
amounts), and inactive SIMPLE or SEP IRAs,
but they are not allowed from employer
retirement plans such as 401(k)s and 403(b)s.
Thus, you might consider rolling funds from an
employer plan to an IRA if you want to take
advantage of a giving strategy that involves
QCDs.
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Five Times in Your Life When You Might Need Help with Your Finances
As you move through different stages of life,
you will face new and unique financial
situations. Did you just get engaged? Perhaps
you are wondering how you and your partner
are going to manage your money together. Do
you have children? Maybe you are looking for
ways to pay for their college education.

When you navigate through these various life
events, you might seek professional guidance
to help you make sound financial choices.

1. Getting married
Getting married is an exciting time in one's life,
but it also brings about many challenges. One
challenge that you and your spouse will face is
how to merge your finances. Careful planning
and communication are important, since the
financial decisions you make now can have a
lasting impact on your future.

You'll want to discuss your financial goals and
determine which are most important to both of
you. You should also prepare a budget to make
sure you are spending less than you earn.
Other issues to consider as a couple include
combining financial accounts, integrating
insurance coverage, and increasing retirement
plan contributions.

2. Buying a home
Buying a home can be stressful, especially for
first-time homebuyers. Since most people
finance their home purchases, buying a house
usually means getting a mortgage. As a result,
you'll need to determine how large a mortgage
you can afford by taking into account your
gross monthly income, housing expenses, and
long-term debt.

And if you haven't already done so, you'll need
to save for a down payment. Traditionally,
lenders have required a 20% down payment on
the purchase of a home, however many lenders
now offer loans with lower down payments.

3. Starting a family
Starting a family is an important — and
expensive — commitment. As your family grows,
you will likely need to reassess and make
changes to your budget. Many of your living
expenses will increase (e.g., grocery,
health-care, and housing costs). In addition,
you'll need to account for new expenses such
as child care and building a college fund.

Having a family also means you should review
your insurance coverage needs. Life insurance
can help protect your family from financial
uncertainty if you die, while disability insurance
will help replace your income if you become
injured or sick.

4. Paying for college
Paying for college is a major financial
undertaking and usually involves a combination
of strategies to help cover costs — savings,
financial aid, income during the college years,
and potentially other creative cost-cutting
measures. Hopefully, you've been saving
money on a regular basis to amass a healthy
sum when your child is ready for college. But as
college costs continue to rise each year, what
you've saved may not be enough.

For this reason, many families supplement their
savings at college time with federal or college
financial aid. Federal aid can include student
and parent loans (need-based and
non-need-based), grants and work-study (both
need-based), while college aid consists
primarily of grants and scholarships
(need-based and merit-based). In fact, college
grants and scholarships can make up a
significant portion of the college funding puzzle,
so exploring the availability of college aid is
probably the single biggest thing you can do
after saving regularly to optimize your bottom
line. In addition to financial aid, you might take
out a private college loan or borrow against
your home equity. Or you might pay college
expenses using your current income or other
savings or investments.

5. Saving for retirement
You know that saving for retirement is
important. However, sometimes it's easy to
delay saving while you're still young and
retirement seems too far off in the future.
Proper planning is important, and the sooner
you get started, the easier it will be to meet
your retirement income needs. Depending on
your desired retirement lifestyle, experts
suggest that you may need 80% to 100% of
your pre-retirement income to maintain your
standard of living. However, this is only a
general guideline. To determine your specific
needs, you'll need to estimate all your potential
sources of retirement income and retirement
expenses, taking taxes and inflation into
account.

Once you've estimated how much money you'll
need for retirement, your next goal is to save
that amount. Employer-sponsored retirement
plans like 401(k)s and 403(b)s are powerful
savings tools because you can make pre-tax
contributions (reducing your current taxable
income), and any investment earnings grow tax
deferred until withdrawn, when they are taxed
as ordinary income. You may be able to
enhance your savings even more if your
employer matches contributions. IRAs also
offer tax-deferred growth of earnings.

The cost and availability of
life insurance depend on
factors such as age, health,
and the type and amount of
insurance purchased.

All investing involves risk,
including the possible loss
of principal, and there can
be no assurance that any
investment strategy will be
successful.

Taxable distributions from
retirement plans and IRAs
prior to age 59½ may be
subject to a 10% penalty tax
unless an exception applies.

Disability premiums are
based on your age, gender,
occupation, and the amount
of potential lost income you
are trying to protect, as well
as the specifics of the
policy and what additional
benefits are added.
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Balancing 401(k) and HSA Contributions
If you have the opportunity to contribute to both
a 401(k) and a health savings account (HSA),
you may wonder how best to take advantage of
them. Determining how much to contribute to
each type of plan will require some careful
thought and strategic planning.

Understand the tax benefits
A traditional, non-Roth 401(k) allows you to
save for retirement on a pre-tax basis, which
means the money is deducted from your
paycheck before taxes are assessed. The
account then grows on a tax-deferred basis;
you don't pay taxes on any contributions or
earnings until you withdraw the money.
Withdrawals are subject to ordinary income tax
and a possible 10% penalty tax if made before
you reach age 59½, unless an exception
applies.

You can open and contribute to an HSA only if
you are enrolled in a qualifying high-deductible
health plan (HDHP), are not covered by
someone else's plan, and cannot be claimed as
a dependent by someone else. Although HDHP
premiums are generally lower than other types
of health insurance, the out-of-pocket costs
could be much higher (until you reach the
deductible). That's where HSAs come in.
Similar to 401(k)s, they allow you to set aside
money on a pre-tax or tax-deductible basis, and
the money grows tax deferred.

However, HSAs offer an extra tax advantage:
Funds used to pay qualified medical expenses
can be withdrawn from the account tax-free.
And you don't have to wait until a certain age to
do so. That may be one reason why 68% of
individuals in one survey viewed HSAs as a
way to pay current medical bills rather than
save for the future.1 However, a closer look at
HSAs reveals why they can add a new
dimension to your retirement strategy.

HSAs: A deeper dive
Following are some of the reasons an HSA
could be a good long-term, asset-building tool.

• With an HSA, there is no "use it or lose it"
requirement, as there is with a flexible
spending account (FSA); you can carry an
HSA balance from one year to the next,
allowing it to potentially grow over time.

• HSAs are portable. If you leave your
employer for any reason, you can roll the
money into another HSA.

• You typically have the opportunity to invest
your HSA money in a variety of asset
classes, similar to a 401(k) plan. (According
to the Plan Sponsor Council of America, most
HSAs require you to have at least $1,000 in

the account before you can invest beyond
cash alternatives.2 )

• HSAs don't impose required minimum
distributions at age 70½, unlike 401(k)s.

• You can use your HSA money to pay for
certain health insurance costs in retirement,
including Medicare premiums and copays, as
well as long-term care insurance premiums
(subject to certain limits).

• Prior to age 65, withdrawals used for
nonqualified expenses are subject to income
tax and a 20% penalty tax; however, after
age 65, money used for nonqualified
expenses will not be subject to the penalty
[i.e., HSA dollars used for nonqualified
expenses after age 65 receive the same tax
treatment as traditional 401(k) withdrawals].

The bottom line is that if you don't need all of
your HSA money to cover immediate
health-care costs, it may provide an ideal
opportunity to build a separate nest egg for
your retirement health-care expenses. (It might
be wise to keep any money needed to cover
immediate or short-term medical expenses in
relatively conservative investments.)

Additional points to consider
If you have the option to save in both a 401(k)
and an HSA, ideally you would set aside the
maximum amount in each type of account: in
2019, the limits are $19,000 (plus an additional
$6,000 if you're 50 or older) in your 401(k) plan;
$3,500 for individual coverage (or $7,000 for
families, plus an additional $1,000 if you're 55
or older) in your HSA. Realistically, however,
those amounts may be unattainable. So here
are some important points to consider.

1) Estimate how much you spend out of pocket
on your family's health care annually and set
aside at least that much in your HSA.

2) If either your 401(k) or HSA — or both — offers
an employer match, try to contribute at least
enough to take full advantage of it. Not doing so
is turning down free money.

3) Understand all HSA rules, both now and
down the road. For example, you'll need to
save receipts for all your medical expenses.
And once you're enrolled in Medicare, you can
no longer contribute to an HSA. Nor can you
pay Medigap premiums with HSA dollars.

4) Compare investment options in both types of
accounts. Examine the objectives, risk/return
potential, and fees and expenses of all options
before determining amounts to invest.

5) If your 401(k) offers a Roth account, you may
want to factor its pros and cons into the
equation as well.

For more information on
qualified medical expenses,
review IRS Publication 502.
For help with your specific
situation, consult a tax
professional.

Asset allocation is a method
used to help manage
investment risk; it does not
guarantee a profit or protect
against investment loss.

All investing involves risk,
including the possible loss
of principal, and there is no
guarantee that any
investment strategy will be
successful.

1 Survey of Adults with
Employer-Sponsored
Insurance, Kaiser Family
Foundation/LA Times, May
2, 2019
2 2019 HSA Survey, Plan
Sponsor Council of America,
June 4, 2019
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IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES

Broadridge Investor Communication
Solutions, Inc. does not provide
investment, tax, legal, or retirement
advice or recommendations. The
information presented here is not
specific to any individual's personal
circumstances.

To the extent that this material
concerns tax matters, it is not
intended or written to be used, and
cannot be used, by a taxpayer for the
purpose of avoiding penalties that
may be imposed by law. Each
taxpayer should seek independent
advice from a tax professional based
on his or her individual
circumstances.

These materials are provided for
general information and educational
purposes based upon publicly
available information from sources
believed to be reliable — we cannot
assure the accuracy or completeness
of these materials. The information in
these materials may change at any
time and without notice.

Do independent living communities differ from CCRCs?
Independent living
communities, also known as
rental retirement communities,
offer housing options for active
seniors and retirees who

require little or no assistance with daily
activities. Most independent living residents
desire an environment where they don't have to
be concerned about safety, maintenance, and
homeownership responsibilities.

One of the major offshoots of the burgeoning
number of baby boomers retiring every day is
the growing retirement living industry. More and
more communities dedicated to senior living are
opening each year. Two popular options are
continuing care retirement communities
(CCRCs) and independent living communities.
While there are similarities between the two,
there are important differences as well.

Both CCRCs and independent living
communities may offer amenities such as a
clubhouse, lounge, dining rooms, fitness
centers, swimming pools, housekeeping
services, and transportation. CCRCs usually
offer a higher level of amenities and services
than independent living communities.

The main difference between CCRCs and

independent living communities is the extent of
health-related, or continuing care, services
offered by CCRCs, which include assisted living
services, memory care, and long-term care.
Independent living communities typically do not
offer continuing care services. Instead, the
resident may arrange for such services through
an outside agency. Generally, independent
living communities do not offer assisted living
services or long-term care.

Another difference between CCRCs and
independent living communities relates to the
costs. Most CCRCs require a substantial entry
fee plus a monthly fee. Typically, independent
living communities charge a monthly fee,
similar to rent. Independent living fees are
usually not covered by any type of insurance,
including Medicare and long-term care
insurance. However, health-related services
and care that a resident receives (which are not
offered by the independent resident community)
may be covered by insurance or Medicare.

Determining which type of community is the
best choice depends on a number of factors
including the services needed or desired and
the costs associated with each type of
residential community.

What are continuing care retirement communities?
Continuing care retirement
communities (CCRCs) are
living arrangements that
combine independent living,
assisted living, and nursing

home care on a single campus. CCRCs offer
residents a continuum of care throughout their
lives.

Typically, you enter a CCRC as a resident of an
independent housing unit, which may be a
condominium, apartment, or single-family
home. When you need more care or are unable
to live independently, you can move to the
assisted living facility on campus. Should you
need the next level of care, you can move into
the on-site nursing home.

While specific services and benefits may differ,
communities generally offer dining facilities,
transportation, lawn care, housekeeping, social
activities, laundry, emergency call monitoring,
and security. As needs arise, additional
services may include preparation of meals,
health services such as medical care, and
personal care such as assistance with toileting,
bathing, and personal hygiene.

The fee arrangements for CCRCs vary and
generally include both a monthly fee and an

entrance fee. These fees can be quite
substantial depending on the location of the
community, the services offered and chosen,
and the living arrangements desired. The entry
fee may be fully or partially refundable, and
monthly fees may increase over time. Medicare
and/or health insurance may pay for some of
the services provided.

There are three basic types of residential
arrangements for CCRCs:

• Life care or extended contract. This option
offers unlimited assisted living, medical
treatment, and skilled nursing care. This
alternative is often the priciest because there
are typically no additional fees or charges.

• Modified contract. This contract is similar to
the life care option, except that only certain
defined services are included for a
predetermined price and/or for a specified
length of time. Extra charges will apply if you
need additional services or are able to extend
the contract's time frame.

• Fee-for-service contract. While the initial
enrollment fee may be lower, assisted-living
and skilled-care services are paid for at their
market rates.
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Retirement Tweaks 

 

Worried you don’t have enough saved for retirement?   
  

The US Congress is, and that is why they passed legislation to encourage 

retirement savings.   

  

The Setting Every Community Up for Retirement Enhancement (SECURE) Act of 

2019, was signed into law by President Trump on December 20, 2019.  

  

The new law makes some tweaks to retirement, rather than major shifts.   

  

Author Debra Brede writing in Forbes explains, “the idea is that the act will help 

more people save for retirement in tax-advantaged accounts, like 401(k)s, and 

make their assets last, so that they don’t end up outliving their money.”  

  

According to CNBC's John Schoen changes include: “making it easier for small 

businesses to band together to offer 401(k) plans, requiring businesses to let 

long-term, part-time workers become eligible for retirement benefits and 

repealing the maximum age for making contributions to traditional individual 

retirement accounts (right now, that's 70½)".   

  

These changes will help small businesses offer retirement plans, provide equity to 

women who disproportionately tend to carry the burden of child and elder care 

and may not be able to participate in 401(k) plan if they work part-time, 

and to allow changes that fit our growing life expectancy.   
  

Other changes  include:   

• An increase to how much employees can have as an automatic deduction 

from their paychecks for their retirement, from 10% to 15%, leading to 

people saving more.  

• A new requirement that employers would need to disclose the amount of 

sustainable monthly income their 401(k) balance could support.  The idea is 

that participants would understand the level of spending their 401(k) balance 

could support – allowing them to better plan for retirement.   

• The law accelerates the rate at which heirs of IRAs or 401(k)s must take 

distributions from their accounts (and pay taxes on).  Prior to this law, 

people were able to stretch their distributions based on their expected life 

expectancy.  Except for a few limited cases, the new law puts a maximum of 

10 years to deplete the IRA account.   

• Allowing annuities to be added as an investment option.   

  



 

 

Should I Get Long-Term Care Insurance?  

 

One of the most challenging aspects of planning for retirement is the unknown 
of long-term care expenses. These expenses include assistance for day to day 

needs, like eating, dressing, bathing, and using the toilet. According to the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services Administration on Aging. help like 

this will be needed, at least for some period of time, by most people over 65.  

 

A common misconception is that Medicare will pay for long-term care.  In 

certain situations, Medicare may pay for rehabilitative care, but for no more than 

100 days.  It will not pay for what is known as custodial care.  Custodial care 

clients are known as private pay, meaning they will have to pay with their 

existing assets.   

 

Insurer Genworth, in their 2018 cost of care study, forecasted that a a third of 

Americans will spend time in nursing homes.  How long, of course, varies (the 

average is around three years), but the median annual cost of this care is about 

$100,000 for a private room.  Another common alternative is home health care 

with a median annual cost of approximately $50,000.  Given these costs, a large 

portion of the population will rely on unpaid family care.   

 

Another alternative is to purchase a long-term care insurance policy.  The 

average annual premium for a 55-year-old is around $3,000 in 2019, according to 

the American Association for Long-Term Care Insurance. In addition, several life 

insurance companies have developed riders that have long-term care benefits.   

  

Many clients are leery of paying for the cost of long-term care insurance that 

they may never use.  And yet, most will readily pay auto and home insurance 

premiums with the hopes of never needing to collect.   

 

How to deal with future long-term care expenses is one of the most difficult 

issues facing financial planning clients.  Some believe it is worth the cost to gain 

the peace of mind to know that at least some of their assets are protected.  

Others are simply willing to “roll the dice”.  What is important is to have the 
discussion, understand the various alternatives, and to plan accordingly.   

 

 



 

 

Taxation of Social Security Benefits 

 

How do you determine how much of your Social Security benefits are subject to 
taxes?  Like most things’ taxation-related, it becomes difficult to follow.   

 

Start by adding half of your Social Security benefits in any given year and add that 

amount to all your other income -- including tax-exempt interest, which is 

otherwise not taxed by the federal government.  This number is known as your 

“combined income.” 

 

If you’re a single filer and your “combined income” is above $25,000 but below 

$34,000, you’ll pay taxes on 50% of your Social Security benefits.  The same 

window is $32,000 to $44,000 for joint filers who combine their income and 

Social Security benefits to come up with their combined income figure.  If your 

combined income is above $34,000 (single filers) or $44,000 (joint filers), then 

you can expect to pay taxes on 85% of Social Security benefits. 

 

Unfortunately, that’s not the whole picture.  13 U.S. states collect taxes on at 

least some Social Security income.  Minnesota, North Dakota, Vermont and 

West Virginia follow the same taxation rules as the federal government, so you 

might find yourself paying state taxes, plus federal taxes, on up to 85% of your 

benefits.  Nebraska, Colorado, New Mexico, Connecticut, Kansas, Rhode Island, 

Missouri, Utah and Montana are a bit more lenient with deductions and 

exemptions, but also dip their hand into your Social Security checks. 
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